
 

MINUTES OF THE CALLED MEETING OF 

THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TOWN OF MINT HILL, NORTH CAROLINA 

JANUARY 23, 2014 

 

The Board of Commissioners of the Town of Mint Hill met in called session on Thursday, 

January 23, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. in the John M. McEwen Assembly Room, Mint Hill Town Hall. 

 

ATTENDANCE 

Mayor: Ted H. Biggers, Jr. 

Commissioners: Lloyd Austin, Carl M. Ellington, Richard Newton and Katrina (Tina) W. Ross 

Deputy Town Manager: Lee Bailey 

Executive Assistant to the Managers: Sheryl Smith 

Town Clerk: Michelle Wells Farrar 

 

Mayor Biggers called the public meeting to order, ruled a quorum present and the meeting duly 

constituted to carry on business. The purpose of the called meeting was to gather input and 

comments on a proposed 2014 NC Parks and Recreation Trust Fund (PARTF) Grant 

Application; if awarded, the grant proceeds would be used to acquire undeveloped land for future 

parks and recreation development.   

 

Deputy Manager Bailey stated Brian Welch, Town Manger, was sick and couldn’t attend tonight.  

He presented a PowerPoint to the audience.  (Copy Filed with minutes of record.)   

 

Mayor Biggers opened the floor for Public Comments related to the proposed 2014 NC Parks 

and Recreation Trust Fund (PARTF).  

 

Tristan McMannis, 322 Marie Way, Pineville, North Carolina 28134, stated he was the 

Mecklenburg County Park and Recreation Commission representative.  He represented the 

southern towns (Mint Hill, Matthews and Pineville) and he fully supported any grant funding 

that provided recreational and/or athletic facilities.  Parks and Recreation are essential to 

residents and there are numerous studies that document the benefits (exercise, preserving open 

space to increase property values).  He supported the effort by the Town and he looked forward 

to seeing the results of the PARTF grant.   

Don McDaniel, 5325 Lebanon Road, Mint Hill, North Carolina 28227, spoke as a resident and 

President of the Mint Hill Athletic Association (MHAA).  He stated the MHAA strongly 

supported efforts by the Town, including applying for grants, which would benefit the 

community with recreational or athletic fields.  He stated he received phone calls and spoke to 

individuals and groups, on a weekly basis, which expressed the need to find field space.  The 

groups wanted to use MHAA space but unfortunately they were “busting at the seams”, for lack 

of a better term.  Some of the MHAA programs had stable participant numbers but some had 

grown tremendously.    He received so many inquiries that he felt the need from others in the 



community not just from the Athletic Association.  He stated MHAA tried to help them in any 

way they can; he stated MHAA was very fortunate that the Town allowed use of the public park 

space.  He stated Steve Baucom, the Mint Hill Legion Baseball Athletic Director and Manager, 

had written a letter of support and asked that Mr. McDaniel please share some of his thoughts 

verbally by proxy.  Mr. Baucom lived at 12110 Jumper Drive, Mint Hill, North Carolina, 28227.  

In the letter (copy filed with minutes of record.), Mr. Baucom stated the Town was a progressive 

community that was in dire need of expansion of all athletic fields and facilities.  The growing 

Charlotte-Mecklenburg School fees and restrictions had made it very difficult to MHAA and 

American Legion Baseball to cope with increased numbers of players, teams and equipment 

needs.  Growing needs would require continued support of the Town for land acquisition for 

athletic groups that serve the community.  It further noted, Mint Hill Legion Baseball and was 

fully on board to help when and wherever needed and the Towns previous support was greatly 

appreciated.   

Michael Lohrer, 15041 Shingle Oak Road, Mint Hill, North Carolina 28227, stated he had two 

boys that were involved with MHAA.  He always wanted to move and live in a community like 

Mint Hill.   He had spoken to his father, a local government official, many times about what 

makes a community desirable and they had concluded it was: churches, schools and athletics.  

Mint Hill had beautiful churches, wonderful schools and great athletics.  He supported the grant 

process 100% to strengthen Mint Hill; to draw people here.  The Town had a beautiful Town 

Hall, Police Department and businesses.  It is a wonderful place to live and having more access 

to the sports community would only benefit Mint Hill.   

Tim Carney, 2223 Heath Lake Drive, Mint Hill, North Carolina 28227, stated he had lived in the 

Town for 11 years.  He had two boys that attended Independence and Mint Hill Middle School.  

He stated he had coached for MHAA for 10 years and more space was needed because of 

overcrowding.  He stated there were practices that couldn’t happen because there wasn’t enough 

space.  If the Town could acquire more land it would help because as the population grows the 

need for space would only increase.  He supported the Town and the PARTF grant.   

Sandy Barnett, 10926 Redgrave Lane, Mint Hill, North Carolina 28227, stated she was at the 

meeting tonight as a resident and on behalf of Independence Lacrosse to fully support step one in 

applying for the PARTF grant.  The grant would improve the quality of life in Mint Hill.  She 

had two children at Independence and one at Queens Grant.  She said her family had to drive 

everywhere, but Mint Hill, for lacrosse.  She felt pursuing the PARTF grant would be going in 

the right direction.  The fundamentals of sports taught the tangibles that carried people through 

life.  Mint Hill was a desirable place to live and this would only improve the desirability.  She 

said Independence would be willing to help with fundraising and to contact them when they 

could be of service. 

 



Stu Brown, 9831 Thornridge Drive, was the athletic director for MHAA for five or six years.  

Currently, he was the head coach for Post 4059 American Legion Baseball.  He stated he 

supported the Town’s attempt to receive the grant 100%.  He stated he had two children in 

college and a junior in high school and they had benefitted greatly from the athletic program.  

Any additional space that could be acquired would be a huge benefit.  

Bryan Bunn, 4410 Walter Nelson Drive, Mint Hill, North Carolina 28227, stated he grew up in 

Mint Hill.  He was the current baseball coach and Assistant Athletic Director for Mint Hill VFW 

Post 4059 American Legion Baseball.  He stated they were looking forward to the grant going 

through and they supported the application process 100%.    He stated the American Legion 

baseball had some exciting things coming up.  In July 2014, the Junior American Legion 

Baseball Finals are to be held at Independence and Butler High Schools.  The North Carolina 

Senior American Legion Baseball State Championship could be held in Mint Hill in July of 

2015, as we are a host finalist for this tournament.  The American Legion Baseball program was 

also a finalist to host the 2016 North Carolina Junior American Legion Baseball State 

Championship Tournament.  He reiterated the willingness to help; they fully support this grant 

and the Town.   

Al Thomas, 10516 Sycamore Club Drive, Mint Hill, North Carolina 28227, stated MHAA would 

love to have access to additional land.  He stated he had coached MHAA soccer and softball for 

many years and they were among the best times of his life.  He supported the grant and the 

Town. 

Kelly Moore, 8835 Glencroft Road, Mint Hill, North Carolina 28227, stated he would like the 

“Town Fathers” to know how much this would benefit the Town.  He stated he was lucky 

enough to sign the note for the MHAA property on Brief Road; the gentlemen who signed the 

note had taken a leap of faith that paid off.  At the time of that purchase, the Town didn’t have 

the money to buy the land but MHAA understood that.  It was a blessing to see this opportunity 

to come along; land was one of the last commodities that was available.  He stated the 27 acres 

would go along way and that he supported it 100%.  He went on to thank the Town for all the 

times they had helped keep the MHAA afloat.   

Dennis DiCarlo, 14625 Phillips Road, Matthew, North Carolina 28105, coached football for 

MHAA for 8 years.  Years ago, he said, there was room to practice but that was no longer the 

case.  Weddington and Matthews had facilities specific to each program but MHAA didn’t; the 

football teams play at Independence High School because of lack of space.  He fully supported 

the Town and the grant because more space was needed   

Deputy Manager Bailey stated the land acquisition process would continue until July.  The Town 

wouldn’t “sign on the dotted line” until the grant was acquired and everything came together.  

He asked how many total members would be impacted if the grant were awarded.  The American 



Legion suggested 300-400 with more room for growth.  MHAA stated more than 1200 members 

would be impacted.   

Sandy Barnett asked if letters of support should be brought to Town Hall by the close of business 

on Friday the 24
th

.    Deputy Manager Bailey said yes, any individuals, civic groups, businesses 

or parties interested in voicing their opinion should send letters in immediately.  He noted there 

was a link on www.minthill.com where you could submit your opinion.  Don McDaniel said he 

would send an email blast to the MHAA families with the Town link.   

Mayor Biggers told the crowd that the Board of Commissioners had authorized the Town 

Manager, Brian Welch, to negotiate the terms of the land purchase in closed session.  He further 

stated that he fully expected the resolution to be passed in support of the grant during the Board 

of Commissioners meeting because the Board was very much in support of the PARTF grant.   

Commissioner Ross stated she’d like the minutes to reflect that Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools 

had already issued a 2-hour delay because of the bitter cold.  She said the weather may have 

deterred some individuals from coming out to speak in support of the grant.   

There being no further Public Comments, to come before the Board, Mayor Biggers adjourned 

closed the Public Meeting and called for a recess prior to the Board’s regular meetings scheduled 

for 7 p.m. 

 

 

 

              

    

        Michelle Wells Farrar, Town Clerk 

http://www.minthill.com/

